CHAPTER EIGHT
BRITISH  MILITARY  STRENGTH
THE problem of defending Great Britain and the
British Empire has become more difficult since the
World War. This is due to both political and strategic
reasons, and therefore the military strength of Great
Britain and the volume of her preparations to meet the
danger of war must be greater than they were in 1914
if the same degree of safety is to be obtained.
The strategic problem still has two sides, namely the
fact that Great Britain is an island, and the fact that
she is dependent on imports of raw materials and
commodities if she is to exist at all.
In the past Great Britain's island situation has very
considerably facilitated her defence, and any military
threat was possible only in conjunction with naval
power superior to her own. Without such superior
naval power no enemy could think of blockading and
conquering the country. As long as Great Britain
retained command of the seas her own territory could
never become the arena of war. Protected by that
narrow strip of water between herself and France^
Great Britain was in a position to wait patiently and
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